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might be, somewhat over illustrated but in a way breaking fresh 
ground. T. S. W. 

Handbook of Mexican Law. By Robert Joseph Kerr. The Pan- 
American Law Book Company, New York. pp. 260. 1909. 

This is the first edition of a work which appeared during the 
past year. The purpose of the book is to furnish a compact and 
practical work, in the form of a handbook, on Mexican Law, for 
the use of attorneys and of value to investors of all kinds in that 
growing country. 

The work is not a mere book of forms and platitudes stated as 
law, as handbooks so generally prove to be. A wide range of 
legal propositions will be found taken care of in concise form 
and concrete language. The special laws of Mexico in reference 
to bond issues is put before the reader in an intelligent way in 
Part VI of the work. 

One of the most important parts of the volume is the introduc- 
tion, with an historical outline of Mexican law. This short re- 
view enables the attorney to hold a viewpoint of Mexico quite 
different from that which he had previously held. 

The main aim and object of the book is to show what the Mexi- 
can law is in general and where it may be found. The work is 
arranged in ten parts. The arrangement in Chapters, Titles and 
Books is the same as in the Civil Code of the Federal District 
and the Commercial Code itself, and the headings as sub- 
jects of the several Books, Titles and Chapters are translated 
exactly. 

Part IV is devoted to the Mining law of Mexico; the method 
of acquiring mining concessions is adequately treated. Such 
subjects as mortgages, corporations, surety contracts, easements, 
deposits, powers of attorney and commercial contracts are fully 
treated. When it is remembered that the Notarial Law of Mexi- 
co has never been translated into English, the necessity is readily 
seen "for some book that will first of all give a general idea of 
the Mexican law, and second, indicate where it may be found." 

The author in his preface states that he has attempted to meet 
the requirements which were adopted in the first instance, namely : 
fidelity in translation, brevity in presentation, and breadth in 
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scope. In that opinion we share. There is a thorough index, 
the purpose of which is to afford cross citations from one code or 
law to others. 

Mr. Kerr's recent addition to legal literature will find favor in 
the eyes of those for whom the author planned his volume. The 
work is an excellent example of what a handbook should be. 

S. B. L. 

A Manual of Medical Jurisprudence. By Marshall D. Ewell, 
M.D., LL.D. Second edition. Little, Brown & Co., Boston. 

The subject of medical jurisprudence is one of growing im- 
portance, and today there is scarcely any branch of the law where 
a knowledge of it is not likely to prove valuable. Especially is 
this true in regard to the criminal law, and there are many in- 
stances on record where counsel's knowledge of pathology, 
toxicology, or physiology has altered the entire aspect of a case. 

Francis L. Wellman in his delectable book, The Art of Cross- 
Examination, has devoted a chapter to the proper treatment of 
medical experts, and he records many amusing incidents where 
physicians have been trapped by the shrewdness and knowledge 
of counsel. 

It is coming to be appreciated by the young lawyer that a 
proper knowledge of medical jurisprudence is indispensable. 
Courses upon the subject are being installed in our leading law 
schools and text-books are being devoted to it. 

Quite the most valuable of these books which has come to our 
attention is the second edition of Prof. Ewell's Manual. One of 
the reasons for this, of course, is the fact that the author has 
been both a student of law and medicine, and approaches the 
subject from the standpoint of both sciences and with that full- 
ness of knowledge which his opportunities have given him. 

It is the well founded belief of the author as expressed in the 
preface, that: "The attorney, to whom is entrusted the trial of 
a case involving an important question of medical jurisprudence, 
who has a good knowledge of the leading facts and principles of 
medicine and of their application to medical jurisprudence, pos- 
sesses an immense advantage over his adversary who is not pos- 



